Support the spread of good practice in generating, managing, analysing and communicating spatial information
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Objective:

To analyse criteria and the usefulness of different methods to collect local and indigenous spatial information  
Time:
45 minutes 
Materials:
Computer and digital projector (or overhead projector), markers, flip charts, wall space, masking tape, scissor.  
Procedure:
· Divide participants into groups.

· Before the exercise, prepare a matrix as shown below on flip charts. Give each group one copy of the matrix. 
· Give all groups the same instructions: 

· “An NGO asks you to investigate the state of a forest in your region. The NGO wants to know about the changes happening in the forest (such as changes due to deforestation and degradation), pressures on the forest, and generally whether the environmental and resource quality of the forest has changed.” 
· “You have several methods to collect information. Select which methods are most useful; you do not have the time and resources to do them all.” 
· Project the list of potential sources of information with a digital projector (or overhead projector), or distribute the last page of this exercise.  

· Ask participants, working in groups, to rank the methods listed in the Assignment below, according to perceived usefulness. Guide them on the ranking pattern, which is from five dots (((((() for very useful to one dot (() for least useful. 
Example: 
	Method
	Group 1
	Group 2
	Group 3
	Group ...

	Local adult women talk about collecting firewood and medicines 
	rank
	rank 
	rank
	etc.

	FAO report on deforestation in the country
	rank
	rank
	etc.
	

	Researchers spend a day walking with women in the forest
	rank
	etc.
	
	

	etc. 
	etc. 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


· Ask the groups to stick their outputs on to the walls of the room so that all participants can read the outcomes of their work.

· Invite the participants to comment on the ranking done by others. You may ask the following questions to stimulate discussion:
· Why did group X decide to rank in that way? 
· What criteria did group Y use to rank these information-gathering methods? 
· What value did groups X, Y and Z place on local knowledge? 
· Are these the most relevant criteria for assessing local and indigenous spatial information, or what other criteria can be used?  
Assignment: Methods for sourcing information

· Local adult women talk about collecting firewood and medicines 

· An FAO report on deforestation in the country 

· Researchers spend a day walking with women in the forest

· Local forest officers show their forest reports

· Researchers give a questionnaire to male children in secondary school

· Police records on number of arrests for illegal activities in the forest 

· Researchers give a questionnaire to female children in primary school

· Male hunters tell about changes in hunting practice (the researchers cannot go with the hunters into the forest because the locations are secret) 
· Two Landsat satellite images showing changes in woodland cover over a ten-year period 
· Interview with local activist environmental journalists  
· 1:100,000 maps of the National Forest Department 
· PhD thesis on the topic, which is based on six months of fieldwork in the forest  
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